The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


REPORT " 
T NORMAL UNIVERSITY 


For the Two Years Ending 
November 30, 1906. 


M 


REPORT. 


Las Vegas, N. M., December 12, 1906. 


H on. Herbiri J. Hagerman, Governor of New Mexico, Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. 


Sir:—In compliance with your request of N ovember 24 for a 
detailed report of the New Mexico Normal University for the last 
two years, I beg leave to submit the following: 


I. 


The fundamental policy of this institution has been to adapt its 
work in every particular to the present needs of New Mexico. In 
maintaining this principle, the following points have been con- 
stantly kept in view: That, since the Normal University was és- 
tablished primarily as an institution for the preparation of teach- 
ers for the public schools, its first concern should be to offer such 
instruction as best meets the needs of prospective teachers; that 
on account of the undeveloped condition of the publie schools in 
many rural and small town communities, satisfactory educational 
advantages are not offered above the primary grades, therefore 
the Normal University as a Territorial institution should offer 
instruetion adapted to the special needs of children and youth 
coming from such communities, and especially instruction that will 
give the best opportunities for Spanish-speaking children to gain 
a knowledge of the English language; that, on account of the in- 
ability of many towns to maintain a high school course, this insti- 
tution should offer the youth from such communities, courses which 
will prepare them for a business career or to enter any college 
o1 university; that, in fulfilling its duty of meeting these several 
conditions it should not under any consideration encroach upon 
the sphere of the high school of the city of Las Vegas; that, on 
account of the fact that it is a territorial institution, and, more- 
over, on account of its relation to the rest of the publie school sys- 
tem of New Mexico, its courses of instruction should be systematic 


and should be carried out in a thoroughgoing manner; and that in 


both influence and patronage it should be in fact what may reason- 
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ably be expected of an institution supported by all the people 
namely, a Territorial Institution. The significance of the general 
principle of adaptation to the peculier conditions in our common- 
wealth can be better appreciated when it is pointed out (1) that 
the counties of Mora, Taos, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, and Sierra have 
no graded school within their respective boundaries, and up to 
the present date, have never graduated a pupil from the eighth 
grade of a public school, (2) that the counties of Quay, Guadalupe, 
Torrance, Valencia, Lincoln, Luna, Santa Fe, San Juan, McKin- 
ley and Socorro each have only one graded school, (3) that no 
county in the Territory maintains more than three graded schools 
(4) that for the three years ending June 1, 1906, the total number 
of pupils in New Mexico who completed the eighth grade was 299 
per year,-and (5), that for the same period the total number of 
pupils who completed a full four-year high school course was 31 
per year. From these figures it is evident that however much 
an institution may wish to give strictly higher instruction, until 
the publie school system is more fully developed and the elementary 
and high schools turn out a much larger number of pupils than at 
present, a comparatively small number will be prepared for ad- 
vanced instruction, and the per capita of expense in practically 


all sehools will be relatively high. 
II. 


In accordance with the principle stated above the following 
sehemes of work have been in effect the past two years: | 


ADVANCED NORMAL COURSE.—This course requires as 
a prerequisite, three years of a strong high school course lt con- 
sists entirely of professional work and covers a period of two years. 
It is designed to meet the needs of young men and young women 
who purpose to take up teaching as a life work, and in respect to 
time, branches required and thoroughness, it is th« full equivalent 
of the standard course offered by the best state normal schools in 
the United States. Graduates from this course are entitled, under 
the present law, to a five-year territorial certificate. They find 
employment in our best city schools, and as principals of the 
smaller town schools. That there is a demand for a course of this 
character is evidenced by the fact that four of the graduates of each 
of the last two years completed it and are now profitably employed 
in the Territory. 


THREE YEAR NORMAL COURSE.—This course is designed 
to meet the needs of those who have not the means to remain for 
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the full period réquired for the advanced normal course. The 
branches included in it comprise all those which are required for 
a first grade county certificate. During the past two years 15 
students have completed the course and are now employed as 
teachers. 


TWO-YEAR NORMAL COURSE.—This course was established 
in conformity with the principle that the Normal University : 
should adapt itself to present conditions in New Mexico. It is 
designed to meet the needs of those who expect to teach in rural 
districts and comprises the branches required for a second grade 
county certificate. During the past two years several students have 
begun this course but none have completed it. 


ACADEMIC (HIGH SCHOOL) COURSES.—These courses 
comprise all branches regularly included in the courses of the best 
high schools. They include three years of mathematics, three 
‘years of English, five years of natural science, two and one-half 
years of history, six years of foreign language, besides other branch- 
es of less importance. Each course consists of four recitations 
per day, five days in the week, for a period of four years. Certain 
branches are required, and others are elective, the latter depending 
upon the student's plans after he completes the course. 


THE B JUNIOR COURSE.—This course includes the work 
of the 5th, 6th and 7th grades in public schools, and in addition, 
elementary book-keeping and manual training. It is designed espe- 
cially for boys and girls from rural districts and small towns who 
nave not good educational opportunities in their local schools. 
Since a considerable number of such come from Spanish speaking 
homes, special emphasis is laid on English, and other branches in 
which the language element is prominent. The number enrolled 
in this course for the year ending June 1, 1906, was 33; the num- 
ber enrolled between June 1, 1906, and December 1, was 27. All 
instreution is given in the English language, and it not infre- 
quently happens that pupils who speak little or no English when 
they enter in the fall, can, before the end of the school year, not 
only prepare their lessons in English, but converse freely in that 
language. 

BUSINESS COURSE.—This course comprises stenography, 
type-writing, book-keeping and business arithmetic. No attempt 
is made to make the course popular at the sacrifice of thoroughness. 


Students in stenography and typewriting are not received for a 
shorter’ period than nine months. The Graham system of steno- 
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graphy is taught, and students who have had proper preparation 
are qulified to enter upon office work at the end of the period re- 
quired. 


THE SUMMER SESSION.—The summer session was estab- 
fished in 1904, for the purpose of offering teachers who are em- 
ployed during the regular school year an opportunity to improve 
their education during the summer. The session begins regularly 
between the 17th and 20th of June and continues for the period 
of eight weeks. The branches offered comprise practically all 
those that are required for any grade of certificate in the territory, 
and in addition thereto, an extenisve line of purely professional] 
work in psychology, school management, general .and special 
method. During the past two years all but five of the counties in 
the territory have been represented in this session. 


sGROUNDS AND BUILDINGS. 


The grounds of the Normal University comprise about three 
acres of an eminence in the central part of this city, and are easy 
of access from all directions. Normal Hall, the only building 
erected up to the present, is a four-story, brown stone structure 
of the Romanesque style of architecture, and commands a view of 
the western portion of the city, and valley of the Gallinas and the 
mountains beyond, conspicuous among which is the bald crown 
of Hermits Peak, a mountain nearly twelve thousand feet high. 
The building, with the exception of the Capitol at Santa Fe, is 
the largest territorial building in New Mexico, and is furnished 
` with the most modern equipment in every respect. It is heated by 
steam, perfectly lighted, furnished with electric lights, and water 
fiom the Agua Pura Water Works. 


THE LIBRARY. 


It has been the aim of the school to place on the library shelves 
a collection of carefully selected books. The library contains about ` 
three thousand volumes. It is used both for reference and for cir- 
culation. The aim is to make the library of the greatest use to 
our students, for no teacher can be a success who has not learned 
the supreme value of books; books for culture, books for reference 
books for supplementary reading, books for recreation, and book’ 
for boys and girls as well as for the teacher herself. The teacher 
must know books in order to direct properly the reading of pupils 
The library is organized and equipped according to the most ap- 
proved methods. The Dewey decimal classification and the Cutler 
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book numbers are.used, by which books are arranged on the shelves, 
lst, by elass, 2d, alphabetically by author. 

The books are made readily accessible by means of the card 
catalog, and the library is conducted on a thoroughly modern 
basis. 


LABORATORIES, 


The physical, chemical and biological laboratories are equipped 
with such apparatus as is necessary to teach physics, chemistry, 
general biology, botany, zoology, physiology and nature study in 
accordance with the best method in the respective branches. 

The Normal University is expending and enriching its courses 
in all the natural and physical sciences and constantly adding to 
the apparatus in these departments. 


THE FACULTY 


is composed of the following, all specialists in d: several de- 
partments: 


Edmund J. Vert, Pd. D., Ph. D., President. Psychology and 
Principles of Education. 


Eleanor A. Thomas, Pd. B. School Management, United States 


History, and Civies. 
Jennie A. Housley. Supervisor of Training School and Methods. 
Carl O. Sundstrum, A. B. Latin, Spanish, and Ancient History 
Benjamin H. Van Oot. Botany, Physiology, Geography, and 


Manual Training. 
Sandford M. Salyer, A. B. English and English History. 
Louis Ascham, A. B. Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry. 
Lora L. Holmes. Music, Methods, and Critic in Training School 


Kathryn Marie Long, A. B. Methods and Critic in Training 
School. 


Fannie French, B. S. Junior Department. 


Lilian Holloway. Stenography, rere and Common 
Branches. 


Mabel F. Clench. Department of Iotirunae Music. 
J. W. Hanson. Custodian. l 
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FINANCES. 


The following statement shows the Receipts and Disbursements 
for the two years, from December 1st, 1904, to November 30th, 
1906: 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance on hand December 1st, 1904...... $ 2,417.93 
Received from Territorial Auditor, General 

jour MMC MEARUM 27,821.63 
INCOME: eee Ase Botner eens qax sub 493.75 
Land Sales...... see dx a b ER VUA 890.792 
Summer School 1906.................. 1,187.45 
From Tuitions and Fees................ 2,948.55 
From Rent of Text Books.............. 645.27 
From Self-Sustaining Departments....... 996.00 


From Furniture Sold, and Other Sources.. 292.70 $36,594.00 
DISBURSEMENTS, / 


For Improvements to Building and Grounds $ 786.64 
Salaries to Teachers and Assistants, includ- 


ing Summer School Work............. 27,035.73 

For Furniture and Equipment........... 565.52 

For Library Accessions...... ........... 307.55 

For Laboratory Equipment... ....... — 29.65 

For Pext.BoOks.. 4. cus wks rep dwarven 335.20 

Self-Sustaining Departments............. 885.00 

For Fuel, Lights, and Water............ 1,047.01 

For Insurance, Printing, and Advertising.. 1,210.61 

For Tuitions Refunded.................. 4.75 

For PUPS E 718.97 

For General Expenses........ ........ 2,530.71 $35,407.34 
Balance on hand November 30th, 1906. . $ 1,186.66 


The Normal University is badly in need of two new buildings. 

I. A building for heating plant and  Custodian's quarters, 
which will enable us to remove the boiler and heating apparatus 
from the present building, thus lessening the danger incident to 
having a large boiler and coal bunkers located in the main build- 
ing. The cost of this building, to be erected in a similar architec- 
ture and material to the present one and adjacent thereto will be 
, $4,000.00. 


^ 
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II. A building for Gymnasium and Library, which is very . 


necessary to the institution, and the amount needed to erect and 
properly equip such a building as we should have, would be. 
$8,000.00. By the erection of these two buildings the scope and 
usefulness of the institution would be very much enhanced. 

The following compose the Board of Regents: 

Chas. A. Spiess. (Term expires February 22, 1907). Las 
Vegas. 

Dr. J. M. Cunningham. (Term expires February 22, 1907). 
East Las Vegas. 

Octaviano A. Larrazolo. (Term expires February 22, 1909). 
Las Vegas. 

Charles Ilfeld. (Term expires February 22, 1910). Las Vegas. 

‘Millard W. Browne. (Term expires February 22, 1911). Hast 
Las Vegas. i 

Respectfully sbumitted, 
THE BOARD OF REGENTS, NEW MEXICO NORMAL UNI- 
VERSITY. 
M. W. BROWNE, Secretary. 
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